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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN CONSUMER PROTECTION AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Commerce 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Minister for Commerce) [12.13 pm]: I rise to inform the house that on 
Wednesday, 6 March 2019, in my new capacity as Minister for Commerce, I had the pleasure of attending and 
presenting the fifteenth Western Australian Consumer Protection Awards. These awards give us the opportunity 
to recognise and reward significant contributions in advancing consumer protection in Western Australia. I will 
use my brief remarks today to congratulate the winners of each award. Firstly, the Kidsafe WA Award was awarded 
to Skye Quartermaine and the Bolt it Back for Reef campaign, which championed the law changes that would 
allow tenants to anchor furniture without requiring landlord approval. Ms Quartermaine lost her 22-month-old son, 
Reef Kite, in October 2015 when he was crushed by a heavy set of drawers at the family’s rented home. I remain 
committed to implementing the coroner’s recommendation to amend the Residential Tenancies Act 1984 to allow 
tenants to affix furniture to the walls of their rental homes. The bill to amend that act passed through this chamber 
last night and is off to the other place. Secondly, the Rona Okely Award went to Glennys Marsdon, the operator 
of The Customer’s Voice, for giving her time, energy and experience for the betterment of Western Australian 
consumers. Thirdly, the Richard (Dick) Fletcher Award for a local government, non-government organisation or 
group of individuals for their services, initiative or project was awarded to the Street Law Centre WA Inc. Lastly, 
in the media category, ABC Broome reporter Erin Parke was awarded the Ruby Hutchison Award for her reports 
on the operations of a cruise company that was subject to consumer complaints and eventually went into liquidation. 
I would also like to thank all the nominees, and their nominators, and the Consumer Protection division of the 
Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety for their passion and enthusiasm for consumer protection in 
Western Australia. It was a true pleasure to be involved in the awards and I look forward to continuing the work 
in this important space. 
 


	WESTERN AUSTRALIAN CONSUMER PROTECTION AWARDS
	Statement by Minister for Commerce


